
April 11, 2017 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on April 

11, 2017 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene Teague 

presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Chad Martin, Sharon Hodge and 

Kathy Lawson.  Jennifer Bowles was not present.  Staff present included City Manager Leon 

Towarnicki, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, City Attorney Eric Monday, Clerk of Council 

Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, Commissioner of Revenue Ruth Easley, Fire 

Chief Ted Anderson and Police Captain Rob Fincher.  

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with Section 2.1-344 (A) of the Code of Virginia 

(1950, and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council 

Member Hodge, with the following 4-0 recorded vote: Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member 

Lawson, aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; and Mayor Teague, aye.  Council convened in 

Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Consultation with legal counsel and 

briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or probable litigation, 

or other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by such counsel, as 

authorized by Subsection 7.  At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of 

Council certified that (1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements 

were discussed in said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the 

motion convening the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  

A motion was made by Council Member Hodge, seconded by Council Member Lawson, with the 

following 4-0 recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Mayor Teague, aye; Council 

Member Hodge, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye.  

Following the invocation by Vice Mayor Martin and Pledge to the American Flag, Mayor 

Teague welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Consider approval of minutes from March 27, 2017 Neighborhood Meeting and the 

March 28, 2017 Council Meeting – Council Member Lawson requested that Assistant Police 

Chief Eddie Cassady be added to those present at the Neighborhood Tour and Meeting.  

Council Member Hodge made a motion to approve minutes as amended; Council Member 

Lawson seconded the motion with all Council Members voting in favor.  

Present a Proclamation honoring the Carlisle School Varsity girl’s basketball team for 

their accomplishments this past season and winning the Virginia Independent State Athletic 

Association D3 State Championship – Vice Mayor Martin read the proclamation.  Team 

members and coaches were present to accept.  Coach Craighead thanked Council and said the 

girls deserve to be commended and he is very proud of them for their third state 

championship.  Martin provided the team with fliers to pass out in the community to serve as 

volunteer hours towards graduation.  Mayor Teague thanked them for representing the 

community.  Craighead said they are more than athletes; the team has an average 3.85GPA.   
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Read and present a proclamation recognizing April 11, 2017 as the 100th anniversary of 

the founding of Altrusa International, Inc., and the 75th anniversary of the chartering of the 

Martinsville-Henry County club – Mayor Teague read the proclamation and presented it to 

Joyce Martin, an Altrusa representative.  Ms. Martin thanked Council.   

 

Hear an update from West Piedmont Workforce Investment Board – Rescheduled for 

May 9, 2017 Council Meeting. 
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Consider approval on first reading of an ordinance reciting the expediency of the 

issuance of up to $11,740,000 principal amount of water and sewer revenue bonds for the 

City’s sewer interceptor project – City Manager Towarnicki summarized the steps needed to 

finalize the ordinance.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to approve the ordinance on 

first reading; Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with the following roll call vote: 

Council Member Hodge, aye; Council Member Lawson, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; and Vice 

Mayor Martin, aye. 
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Consider approval of ordinance on first reading for an organization requesting a local 

tax exemption – City Manager Towarnicki explained that the current ordinance presented 

reflects Council’s requested action from the March 28, 2017 meeting.  Council Member Hodge 

made a motion to approve the ordinance on first reading.  Council Member Lawson seconded 

the motion with the following roll call:  Vice Mayor Martin, aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; 

Mayor Teague, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye. 
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Consider approval of consent agenda – Council Member Lawson made a motion to 

approve the consent agenda as presented; Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with 

all Members voting in favor. 

 

Hear a presentation of the proposed FY18 City budget – City Manager Towarnicki 

presented a Power Point detailing the FY2018 proposed budget including FY2017 highlights, 

objectives, budget challenges, revenue analysis, fund and reserve balances, expense analysis, 

and FY2018 proposed budget.  Council Member Hodge asked if the requested budget increase 

for Social Services is required. Towarnicki said it is not a requirement; however, the 

department is losing employees and needs an extensive salary adjustment.  Towarnicki 

detailed the next steps related to the budget approval and the work sessions scheduled over 
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the next week.  Towarnicki asked Council to set a public hearing for the April 25 meeting.  

Council Member Hodge made a motion to approve the public hearing for April 25, 2017 

Council meeting; Council Member Lawson seconded the motion.  Hodge thanked Towarnicki in 

addition to Linda Conover and Wayne Knox for their work on the budget proposal.  She did 

express that she had problems with the presented budget including the real estate tax 

increase, the cuts in Police and Fire, and the decrease in school funding.  She also does not 

agree with the increase for Social Services.  All Council voted in favor of the public hearing.  

Mayor Teague also thanked those who contributed to the budget preparation and 

recommendation and feels that budget decisions each year get a little more difficult.   
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Business from the Floor – Ural Harris, 217 Stewart Street – he agrees with Council 

Member Hodge and has issues with the suggestion to increase real estate tax.  He also 

expressed concern on the Electric Department proposal.  Harris said he feels that the cigarette 

tax will also have a negative effect on purchases within the City.   

Comments by Members of City Council – Council Member Hodge asks the residents to 

talk to Council Members about the budget.  Council is weighing many options and choices and 

the Members need to make decisions that are in line with what the citizens want.  Council 

Member Lawson agreed with Hodge and asked citizens to relay their feelings on the budget.  

Lawson reminded residents that April 29 is Hazardous Waste Day and is free of charge to all 

County and City residents.  Lawson congratulated Kim Adkins who was appointed to the State 

Board of Education.  She encouraged residents to go by the entrance to Roselawn Cemetery to 

view the field of flags; it is a beautiful scene to promote children’s safety.  Vice Mayor Martin 

shared details on the Anonymous People documentary to be presented at NCI.  Mayor Teague 

spoke in honor of Worth Carter who passed away; Carter had a passion for education and 

Teague recognized his willingness to work with the City.  Teague asked for prayers for the 

family of a local 2-year old child killed in an ATV accident.  Teague also pleaded with the 

residents to share their opinions and suggestions on how to adjust the budget to work best for 

the community. 

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki encouraged Council to contact 

the City Manager’s office with any events that need to be added to the Council calendar. 

There being no further business, Council Member Hodge made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Vice Mayor Martin with all Council Members voting in 

favor.  The meeting adjourned at 8:57pm. 

 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


